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and never knew that beneath them lay the palaces
of the great Assyrian kings. In later ages the
Partisans built a fortress on the spot, which they
called Ninus, and other communities settled either
above the ruins or near to them.1 Men must have
homes, and the ground bore no trace of the great
city upon which dire and irreparable vengeance
had fallen. But, though cities might be built
upon the soil and men congregate where the As-
syrian cities had been, there was in reality no
healing of the wound which the Manda had given.
The Assyrian empire had come to a final end. As
they had done unto others so had it been done
unto them. For more than a thousand years of
time the Assyrian empire had endured. During
nearly all of this vast period it had been building
and increasing. The best of the resources of the
world had been poured into it. The leadership
of the Semitic race had belonged to it, and this
was now yielded up to the Chaldeans, who had
become the heirs of the Babylonians, from whom
the Assyrians had taken it.

It remained only to parcel out, along with the
rest of the plunder, the Assyrian territory. The
Mauda secured at this one stroke the old territory
of Assyria, together with all the northern prov-
inces as far west as the river Halys, in Asia Minor.
To the Chaldeans, who were now masters in Baby-
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